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2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the
seventh day God finished his work which he had done, and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work which he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all his work which he had done in creation.

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Another Account of the Creation

In the day that the Lorp God made the earth and the heavens, 5 when no plant of the
field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God
had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no man to till the ground; é but
a mist® went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground— 7 then the
Lorp God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living being. 8 And the Lorp God planted a garden in
Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 2 And out of the
ground the Lorp God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good
for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil.

10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four
rivers. 11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one which flows around the whole land
of Hav'ilah, where there is gold; 12and the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx
stone are there. 13 The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one which flows
around the whole land of Cush. 14 And the name of the third river is Tigris, which flows
east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphra'tes.

15 The Lorb God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.
16 And the LorD God commanded the man, saying, “You may freely eat of every tree of
the garden; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in
the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

18 Then the LorD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him
a helper fit for him.” 19 So out of the ground the Lorp God formed every beast of the



field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call
them: and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man
gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field; but
for the man there was not found a helper fit for him. 21 So the Lorp God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its
place with flesh; 22 and the rib which the Lorp God had taken from the man he made
into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said,

“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man."9

24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and they
become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not

ashamed.

The First Sin and Its Punishment

3 Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the Lorp God
had made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, "You shall not eat of any tree of the
garden'?" 2 And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees of
the garden; 3 but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” 4 But the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” & So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave
some to her husband, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.

8 And they heard the sound of the LorD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lorp God
among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LorD God called to the man, and said to him,
“Where are you?" 10 And he said, ‘| heard the sound of thee in the garden, and | was
afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man
said, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and |
ate.” 13 Then the Lorp God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and | ate.” ¥ The LorD God said to the serpent,



“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all cattle,
and above all wild animals;

upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.

15 | will put enmity between you and the woman,

and between your seed and her seed;

he shall bruise your head,®
and you shall bruise his heel.”

16 To the woman he said,

“| will greatly multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children,

yet your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shali rule over you.”

17 And to Adam he said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,
and have eaten of the tree
of which | commanded you,
"You shall not eat of it/
cursed is the ground because of you;
in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth to you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
L In the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

20 The man called his wife's name Eve,® because she was the mother of all living. 21 And
the Lorp God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins, and clothed them.

22 Then the Lorp God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us, knowing good
and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat,

and live for ever'— 23 therefore the Lorp God sent him forth from the garden of Eden,
to till the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove out the man; and at the east of



the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every
way, to guard the way to the tree of life.

Footnotes

a. 2.4b ff This account of the state of the world at the beginning, which introduces the
story of the first sin, comes from a different and earlier source and is composed ina
very different style. There is nothing in these early chapters that commits us to any
particular scientific view of the origins of the world or man, or that would exclude the
evolution hypothesis.

_Genesis 2:6 Or flood

. Genesis 2:23 Heb ishshah

. Genesis 2:23 Heb ish

. 3.15 he shall bruise your head: i.e., the seed of the woman, that is, mankind

mn o n O

descended from Eve, will eventually gain the victory over the powers of evil. This
victory will, of course, be gained through the work of the Messiah who is par
excellence the seed of the woman. The Latin Vulgate has the reading ipsa conteret,
“she shall bruise.” Some Old Latin manuscripts have this reading and it occurs also in
St. Augustine, De Genesi contra Manichaeos, |, which is earlier than St. Jerome's
translation. It could be due originally to a copyist's mistake, which was then seen to
contain a genuine meaning—namely, that Mary, too, would have her share in the
victory, inasmuch as she was mother of the Savior.

£ Genesis 3:20 The name in Hebrew resembles the word for living

{ Genesis 1 Genesis 4 >
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Jephthah

11 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior, but he was the son of a harlot.
Gilead was the father of Jephthah. 2 And Gilead's wife also bore him sons; and when his
wife's sons grew up, they thrust Jephthah out, and said to him, "You shall not inherit in
our father's house; for you are the son of another woman.” 3 Then Jephthah fled from
his brothers, and dwelt in the land of Tob: and worthless feliows collected round
Jephthah, and went raiding with him.

4 After a time the Ammonites made war against Israel. 5 And when the Ammonites
made war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to bring Jephthah from the land of
Tob; 6 and they said to Jephthah, "Come and be our leader, that we may fight with the
Ammonites.” 7 But Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, "Did you not hate me, and
drive me out of my father's house? Why have you come to me now when you are in
trouble?” 8 And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, "That is why we have turned to
you now, that you may go with us and fight with the Ammonites, and be our head over
all the inhabitants of Gilead.” 2 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “If you bring me
home again to fight with the Ammonites, and the LorD gives them over to me, I will be
your head.” 19 And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “The Lorb will be witness
between us: we will surely do as you say.” 11 So Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead,
and the people made him head and leader over them; and Jephthah spoke all his words
before the Lorp at Mizpah.

12 Then Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites and said, "What have
you against me, that you have come to me to fight against my land?" 13 And the king of
the Ammonites answered the messengers of Jephthah, “Because Israel on coming from
Egypt took away my land, from the Arnon to the Jabbok and to the Jordan; now
therefore restore it peaceably.” 14 And Jephthah sent messengers again to the king of
the Ammonites 15 and said to him, “Thus says Jephthah: Israel did not take away the
land of Moab or the land of the Ammonites, 16 but when they came up from Egypt,
Israel went through the wilderness to the Red Sea and came to Kadesh. 17 Israel then
sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, 'Let us pass, we pray, through your land’;
but the king of Edom would not listen. And they sent also to the king of Moab, but he



would not consent. So Israel remained at Kadesh. 18 Then they journeyed through the
wilderness, and went around the land of Edom and the land of Moab, and arrived on
the east side of the land of Moab, and camped on the other side of the Arnon; but they
did not enter the territory of Moab, for the Arnon was the boundary of Moab. 19 Israel
then sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, king of Heshbon; and Israel said to
him, ‘Let us pass, we pray, through your land to our country.’ 20 But Sihon did not trust
Israel to pass through his territory; so Sihon gathered all his people together, and
encamped at Jahaz, and fought with Israel. 21 And the Lorp, the God of Israel, gave
Sihon and all his people into the hand of Israel, and they defeated them; so Israel took
possession of all the land of the Amorites, who inhabited that country. 22 And they took
possession of all the territory of the Amorites from the Arnon to the Jabbok and from
the wilderness to the Jordan. 23 So then the Lorb, the God of Israel, dispossessed the
Amorites from before his people Israel; and are you to take possession of them? 24 Will
you not possess what Chemosh your god gives you to possess? And all that the LorD
our God has dispossessed before us, we will possess. 25 Now are you any better than
Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he ever strive against Israel, or did he ever
go to war with them? 26 While Israel dwelt in Heshbon and its villages, and in Aro‘er and
its villages, and in all the cities that are on the banks of the Arnon, three hundred years,
why did you not recover them within that time? 27 | therefore have not sinned against
you, and you do me wrong by making war on me; the LORD, the Judge, decide this day
between the people of Israel and the people of Ammon.” 28 But the king of the
Ammonites did not heed the message of Jephthah which he sent to him.

Jephthah's Vow

29 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead and
Manas'seh, and passed on to Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he passed
on to the Ammonites. 30 And Jephthah made a vow to the Lorp, and said, "If thou wilt
give the Ammonites into my hand, 31 then whoever comes forth from the doors of my
house to meet me, when | return victorious from the Ammonites, shall be the LORD',
and | will offer him up for a burnt offering.” 32 5o Jephthah crossed over to the
Ammonites to fight against them; and the LORD gave them into his hand. 33 And he
smote them from Aro'er to the neighborhood of Minnith, twenty cities, and as far as
Abel-keramim, with a very great slaughter. So the Ammonites were subdued before the

people of Israel.

Jephthah'’s Daughter

34 Then Jephthah came to his home at Mizpah; and behold, his daughter came out to
meet him with timbrels and with dances; she was his only child; beside her he had
neither son nor daughter. 35 And when he saw her, he rent his clothes, and said, "Alas,



my daughter! you have brought me very low, and you have become the cause of great
trouble to me; for | have opened my mouth to the LoRD, and | cannot take back my
vow.” 36 And she said to him, "My father, if you have opened your mouth to the Lorp,
do to me according to what has gone forth from your mouth, now that the LorD has
avenged you on your enemies, on the Ammonites.” 37 And she said to her father, “Let
this thing be done for me; let me alone two months, that | may go and wander® on the
mountains, and bewail my virginity, | and my companions.” 38 And he said, “Go.” And he
sent her away for two months; and she departed, she and her companions, and
bewailed her virginity upon the mountains. 39 And at the end of two months, she
returned to her father, who did with her according to his vow which he had made. She
had never known a man. And it became a custom in Israel 40 that the daughters of Israel
went year by year to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in the
year.

Footnotes

a. Judges 11:37 Cn: Heb go down
b. 11.39 Human sacrifice, common in Canaan and surrounding lands, was never
permitted in Israel; cf. Lev 18.21. The few cases we find were due to foreign influence

or to an erroneous conscience; cf. 2 Sam 21.4-6; 2 Kings 23.10.
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ANTIGONE

By Sophocles
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Excerpts from

THE TRAGIC ABYSS

By Louise Cowan



[ntroduction
The Tragic Abyss

LOUISE COWAN

I
S blind, in so severe a place

(All life before in the black grave)

The last alternatives they face

Of life. without the life to save

Allen Tate. “The Cross”

v stands virrually unchal
4l and artistic supremacy-
ly rarely, it remains in
|, if only as an unattainable
as one of the four "kinds”
e in artistic econ
analysis

estite T S .
D pite its sinister revelations, traged

e dle:;ff;l’lin-the \X/est.ern world for mor
the P‘Oeltif- v pure lineaments surface on
ideal. A - gl E .pn'\-'lleged mode
and ace :l'l::to.tle' lists it_in the Poetics
omy 1;1"_“11 BES "ts superiority over the orher_ thre  ar
of its for polu.er (Butcher 116-117). ‘But his aurlm.manve
sitiee them:’l'f elements, almost 's]avlshly adopted in_every ’epoch
I fl teenth-century ‘redISCO\’f?TY‘. of his treause _lett the
secrets tha(z tragedy essentially undefined. W1at are Its dark)
For, despit el _the rumor of them SO fascinates and enthralls!
seems alIv)vl e its few a;?pearances, this mOSt absolute of genres
manifests e hovering in the ba?kground in Western society- It
seldom ert.‘tf) %ﬁesence as a potentiality of the ps'yche. and though
like a kind 0 fled—and the.:n, apparently. c:nly in drama-—gppears
films. ou 9 fram.;l design in the margins of our music, our
our ’rela; ne“fs media. It punctuates our conversations; 1t govems
calls tra mc{lfhlﬂs and -exhaleﬁ in our dn.aams what Max Scheler
human iifss 5 heavy 'breath (249). It is one of the supreme
much as Aer;easor;iﬁ wg_hh.us hon '
appropriate t ed his housenor ;
critical dis o say, as Derseus CArmie is shield-
agreements it SPUrs its infrequent manifestations 2ar€
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universally recognized. Only by some sort of theoretical timidity
do we stop short of acknowledging behind them the presence of
a tragic essence, an archetypal idea that takes on form atr inter
vals throughout history.

Unlike the other modes of which Aristotle speaks, tm‘.ﬂé“’
cannot really be said to be a mimesis of a praxis, an imitation
of an action. Certainly it has a plot, characters, and the other
elements he names as imitating an action “serious, complete, and
of a certain magnitude” (Butcher 63). In both epic and cun?‘cdy,
however, that action, the underlying “movement of spirit, s
Francis Fergusson expresses it (Introduction 4), is an image of
some such movement in life. It is in this large analogy that those
genres are mimeric, not simply in their characters and plots. BUY
tragedy, rather than being a model of life experience, seems
absolute—like a diagram or a recipe. It evokes something r’nthclir
than reminds us of something. As raindancers strive in their rltj
ual not so much o imitate human action as to make .‘éesu”eb_
that, reaching beyond the human, cause rain to fall, so rragedy
bends all its efforts toward producing a result. And in this pur
pose it stands in contrast with comedy, whose long—drawnrout'
episodic twrns mimic in distorted guise the trials and narrow
escapes of daily living. Viewed in this light, tragedy is less a sim”
ulacrum of human action than a liturgical confrontation of 4
deepseated dread which, when brought to light, can be borne
only through the medium of poetic language. Its plots, ‘rheu.
should be recognized for what they are: not really, as A“-‘;[”‘de
would have it, structures with a complication and resmlucion——\\’lfl_‘
2 beginning, middle, and end—but dramatizations of single
moments of unmasking, accompanied by whatever is necessary ©
reach that chilling and epiphanic event. For a moment in
the tragic vision one looks beyond the boundaries of ordinary
awareness and glimpses the caverns of a lightless abyss. The tragic
protagonists  who find themselves in this severe place=Job:
Prometheus, Oedipus, Hamlet, Macbeth, Ahab, Joe Christmas
among others—discover that they are transfixed, as though caught
n a tap. They face the immediacy of an ultimate choice. For
in the dead air of this unmoving time, they are unable to 8°
forward or backward. They have reached a point of no returt

' . a-
Thesa chosen protagonists qua victims confront the final alterd
tives. This is the tragic moment.

) ":IE_‘
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Introduction: The Tragic Abyss

But it seems less an analogy of anything that happens in lite
than an unconcealing of the substrarum of human existence.
Thus in the tragic world, for all its otherness, one is somehow
in familiar territory—the setting of dreams and nightmares. But

tragedy presents a nightmare from which the dreamer cannot
awake. Its vision has a finality that leaves not only the protago-

nist but the audience changed. It rends the curtain ot intelligi-

bility to reveal another kind of reality, so deep thar it seems to

the viewer an abyss. For the spectator, what remains is not the
specific action represented onstage so much as the drama aroused

in the underworld of the spirit, that deep well of darkness in
in which jov and pain are mingled. Many
been concerned with this hidden
as directed his attention to the

the human psvche
rwentieth-century thinkers have
aspect of the person. Freud h
“dark, inaccessible part of our personaliy” (19:36); and  Jacques
“the nocturnal kingdom of the mind”

Maritain has spoken of
statements would

(94). But tragedy goes even deeper than these
indicate: it dredges up something from the bortomless pit. Like
hat it brings up ought nor be taced directly,

the gorgon's gaze, w
but is hetrer viewed at a slant, through

as one knows instincrively,
a mask or an image. To see the thing itself could mark the tul-
fillment of the dies irae, the day of wrath, the whisper “Thou art
the man.” And because this final accusation is never quite real-
ized in actual life, no matter how dire one’s circumstances, it is
likely to be kept in abeyance as an undischarged tear in the back
of consciousness, its terror and pity doled out in small doses.
An impressive number of rwentieth-century  thinkers have
attempted to isolate tragedy in one of its elements, such as sut-
fering,' paradox,” the destruction of a value, or the confrontarion
with the irremediable.’ Others consider it to issue from the rirual

of sacrifice,’ the boundary situation,” or the incarnation of politi-
cal order’ These theories—and there are hundreds more—advance

single elements as keys to the tragic. Yet no one of them com-
pletely captures its forbidding though oddly exhilarating power. In

sources of this power, however, one must first acknowl-

seeking the
able content or a speci-

edge that tragedy seems not to have a defin

fiable structure. As we have been suggesting, it presents itself
almost as a kind of mechanism—or a sacrament—something that
And though

as an effect ex opere operato.

does something, that h
the polis, as Aristotle

what it does may be fearfully important for
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made clear twentyfive hundred years ago, i channels its power
through the medium of one protagunisr—the scapegoat, victim,
tyrant, or hero—who must go alone to face the abyss. It is as
though tragedy opens the door to Tartarus, activaring the pattern
of the soul’s possibility and exposing the threat buried at the bot

tom of consciousness. Bur it is a threat from another realm an d

hence represents something beyond the human, comething essen
tially metaphysical, rather than the distillation of acrual experience.

But without its art form, the tragic is likely t© he kept in
abeyance, an undischarged terror in the psyche. And the creation
of tragedy is not simply subject to the ehorls Wikl  edere
tragedy, for instance, has been infrequent and, when it oaccum
incomplete. It is hardly evocable in the novel. As readers of nov
els, we lack the viscera for tragedy; we are ‘Il minds and sensi
bilities. However terrible, Kurte's famous cry, “The horror! The
horror!” stops short of the genuinely tragic, even ough it 8 e
dying voice of a tormented soul that has exceeded human bounds
in “stepping over the edge.” But, as readers, we Jo nort see with

him what he sees but are told about the ex

perience retrospes
t'lVe\y_

“Heart of Darkness” 1s a superb novella about the abyss
but it is not tragedy. lt wisely makes no artempt @ trace the
grammar of Kurtz's vision. We are not present the moment
that the trap springs.

Such a sight as Kurtz saw, unless it is to overwhelm entirelys
would have to be brought into consciousness as communal €Xpe’
rience in full view of an audience. There, secure within the rragit
form, and not as solitary reader, one might look directly upon
the face of the gorgon and live to tell the tale. Otherwise 2 Mar-
low must interpret for us—or, in Absalom, Absalom! a Quentih
Compson, who goes with Miss Rosa Coldfield into the dcsertﬂﬁ
SUtpen,mansion, the house of death, to find Henry Sutrpeny hlﬁ'
brother's murderer, locked away in darkness. Horrifying s this

. . ! in
moment is, however, it is still questionable as rragedy- Quent!

: . in
reports the experience to us, and our minds and sympathles give

assent to it. We tecognize it and thrill in vicarious horror. Bu‘t
what we experience is removed from the fullblown tragic exper’
ence. For in the confines of the novel, we are shielded by medi-
ation from the unfathomable contradictions of the act

happened somewhere else, to someone whose interiority W€ dlo
not know. We know of it intellectually and can contemplate it in
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Introduction The Tragic Abyss

complete safety. Another person is telling us about it, which is
another kind of experience entirely—possessing its own frisson, no
doubt, but not the fullbodied pity and terror that come of being
there, or even when we read the Greeks or Shakespeare, of feel-
ing that we're there. Unalleviated tragedy provides no protection
for us, no way out by means of psychological detachment. In its
authentic appearances, the tragic experience 1is irreducible, inex-
plicable, offered directly to the audience.

During the two epochs of its generally agreed-upon appearance
in Western history, it was within the safery of cities that the
tragic epiphany occurred. The tragic pattern was harrowed up into
the light of recognition, with all levels of the populace looking
on in the same fascinated horror and jouissance. And the dramas
produced during those two epochs are still capable, centuries later,
among strangers, of generating the tragic event. Like the Bible,
these Greek and Shakespearean texts remain potential sources of
unmediated catharsis in ages and climes far removed from their
origin, belonging to succeeding eras as much as to rtheir own.
Even solitary readers can experience the shared pinv and terror
arising from their pages. For in their essence, these works were
conceived communally and expressed in language that carries with
it primordial implications, recognizable—even longed tor—in what-
ever medium. But the Greek and Shakespearcan dramas do not
exhaust the tragic; they educate us about it. They have shown us
that it is a pattern in reality, not of our own making; hence we
can recognize in works of art its partial appearance as well as
oblique patterns signifying its presence, hieroglyphics that we
would otherwise miss. For, though not every age can or even
should try to produce fullblown tragedy, a sense of the tragic
seems a necessary ingredient of the Western mind.

Tragic Theory

Tragedy in itself is unarguably communal, but its relation to
the polis has frequently been considered problematic. Plato saw it
as the poetic kind most dangerous to the city, a condemnation
Aristotle attempted to offset in his Poetics, with his emphasis on

the ethical and the ameliorative. In the Aristotelian view, the
m a castigable blindness—hamartia, the same

tragic action results fro
for sin—a myopia affecting the

word Christians were later to use
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. er.
: ; C v ous lead
judgment and will of an otherwise predominantly \lrturecoonil’ion
F £ and i nt &
Further, a reversal of fortune and its conseque

) =~ adine to insig
brings about a counterpoint of pity and terror leadl_nb of order.
- . " - . 1
and effecting a catharsis, with a subsequent restoratior

C he Middle
This conception of tragedy dominated the poetics of F?t\.?{hivrit’
Ages, even though, steeped in Horace and Cicero, IEE ‘e’ (slation
ers were familiar with Aristotle only through a Latin tran
by the Arabic philosopher Averroes.

SR
. o - the Poetics 1N
After the late titteenth-century rediscovery of the P

Greek manuscript,

’ NU1C

it became almost the sole arbi‘rer ;)fR:;‘;‘n

drama, though it was blended with an already estabhshe% e

didacticism.” For 4 couple of centuries afterward, rTeo(_.‘lz‘lbsll}: -
orists tended to view tragedy in the light of poetic justice,

. apainst
. . ; s . : . ', cat Jga
cewing of tragic conflicr as the dramatization of a thre:
not only morality byt decorum,

mate vindication of right order.
when Hegel advanced his
good, or kollision—his rer
embody itself in space
totle’s, though,

. ulti
ending, however, with the Elrty.
Not until the ninereen_th Cejn;:ith
philosophy of the conflict of _L‘l‘:’;ri[ s
m for the painful attempt of ‘v-;l poies
and time—was there a theory to rival -

hiefly
ol . = '"c s Lljltf g
unlike the Greek philosopher, Hegel wa
concerned with the significance

form.” Hegel considered ce
ethical substance binding

its art
: an its @
of tragedy rather fh*lm up an
(04
rain human powers as making
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. w & Tl]e mo
a person to various “goods.
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: . : : . . ~Ordlng
Polgnant sitation in which one can find oneself, acc

Hegel, 15 to encounter thes

n
e goods in conflict with each other
one’s own life, o forces
Nietzsche continued this view of tragedy as representing Apok
in conflict with each other—as he expressed it, berween ‘ th?ndivid'
lonian and the Dionysian poles in human culture and in 1

B saw
ual persons (Birth 143). As Gerald Elge comments, Nietzsche
the rise of tragedy

.. that

“out of the dark womb of the lDimwSl-an’wlilich

indispensable, ]| confounding Primal Unity of joy and pain nrury

lies at the heart of life itself (9). And in the twentieth T-fe idea
Max Scheler, building on Hegel and Nieusche, reiterates the K

is-
potential tragic presence in the depthsthe phe
ments, “it s impossible to arrive at
nomenon of the tragic ¢4

n-agic
rough the art product alone... The
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| element of the universe itself. The material

is rather an essentia
Juct and the rragedian must contain

made use of by the art pre
beforehand the dark strain of this element” (249).
The tragic, then, according t© Scheler, “is not the result of an

interpretation of the world and the important events of the
in people, in fortunes. [t is given

world” but inheres in events,

off by them “like 2 heavy breath, oT seemns like an obscure glim-

mering that surrounds them.” Scheler continues, 'In it a specific

feature of the world's makeup appears before us, and not a con
its experience of

dition of our own ego, not its emotions, nor
fear.” What he calls the “tragic knot” occurs 1IN

compassion and f

the “inner entanglement berween the creation of a value and the
destruction of 2 value as they rake place in the unity of the rragic
action and the tragic event. When we can see the catastrophe as
a “species of rranscendent necessity, for which no blame can be
attached, then and only then do we have rragedy (262).

Lionel Abel in America and Roman Ingarden in Poland pro-
ceed in this vein, viewing rragedy with an ontological rather than
an ethical, psychological, or aesthetic conNCern: For Abel, rragedy
provides a vision of the irremediable. The tragic Vvision, he main-
rains, results from a direct act of seeing rather than from hold-
The tragic writer provides the noblest

view of human adversity, portraying 2 world wherein supreme val-
ues collide, “one in which we know we could not live" (187).
Ingarden is openly metaphysical in his conception of the literary
work of art in general The tragic, in his view, is among those
essences which “are not properties in the usual sense of the term,
nor are they in general ‘features of some psychic state but instead
they are usually revealed... as an atmosphere which...  penetrates
and illumines everything with its light” (291). In realizing them,
Ingarden maintains, “we enter Into primal existence...” (292). We
have a secret longing wfor their realization and contemplation—

even if they are to be frighrful” (293)- Tragedy, both of these writ-
ers would say, 18 primarily concerned not SO much with
examining philosophical ideas oOT cthical standards as with dis-
cerning a tension at the heart of being, © which mortals res-

onate in their depths.

ing any particular View:
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o b‘ﬁﬁd its sepwth& elements is responsible for its magic nature.
es place in a tragic world, for one thing; and in that world

e
no acton, even i Q@mﬂﬁ in itself, can dispel the ominous shadow.

!I{i T For all his quips, Hamler must die the death.
Some of the observables one can note from examples of the
:j tragic tradition could be regarded as purely dramatic conventions;
I‘ vet they are perhaps clues to the essence we seek. In all the par
adigmatic models, for instance, tragedy takes place in a disturbed
realm thar has only recently begun to question its established
doxa. It makes use of few characters and even fewer incident in
. the unfolding of the plot; it rends to observe an inexorable cause
- and effect, single our a lone—and in most instances, male—pro-
tagonist and move toward a sharering conclusion, usually con-
cluding with his death and the deconstruction of the established
resime that has revolved around him. It moves with extraordinary
rapidity: tragic time is brief, swiftpaced, demanding immediate
action, leaving little room for alternatives for those moving to
destrucdon. Yet somewhere in it there is leisure for lamentation:
, the chorus or one of the victimized characters manages to stop
time and utter cries and protests that in rising from the depths

| demand a lyric, pnmordazd language. ls wailing has something
| always to do with lost unity, with the earth, with the gods. Fur-
; ther, tragedy t‘;mds @ ;per,r,mv the victimization of the s
to edn,sgm *d ion f fathers and children, down-playing or
-?"ﬂ rnal. Its rota o1 ﬁdﬁﬁpwﬁmy I'htf.al
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rom happiness to misery. This
m the Paeu::s, w1th the mpre

g a cath puagadmn) A:nsmﬂe analyzes Seph@cles
% _-__'a}% Eﬂtadlgmamc example of tragic art, but, in

an encompassing the entire range of tragedy (as we
!.m_'_ with Oedipus at Colonus), this play rep
. “moment” of the tragic movement, the stage
e deed” is done. In Aeschylus’s Oresteia, the
non, tedces out this movernent; and one
i speculating that the lost play of Prometheus

andt'agegu li’lase in this stage, like Qedipus the King,

this i a time ef stasis, marked by tenswn,
adox, indecision. Tragedies that fit: this cat-
‘;Bgamrs {the seeond drarna of the @restew),

lin&mg l‘nmself Im the third smge,_
, I’ke movernent of the






s trust w them, tc: the habies

ed on the sword,

.”' the father gorging on their parts.

-!'_ {Aeschylus, Agam, 109597}

~and torture are border images: implied in all

»ihn ledrpus Rﬁbﬁt Miola speaking particularly of

' tragedy and “the disiccta membra of hands,
hod:hr parts,’ makes clear that “the expression
ymos in action rends the human body and the human
ﬂ’ it even further, in this shadowy no-man’sland verging
fe aby ]ie oot only human sacrifice and torture, but that
most unspeakable sanctum sanctorum, cannibalism—the ritual eating
o human_ lesh—at once the most sacred of practices and the most
U beinous “_f'_f‘ﬂm- This is a portion of the agic knowledge shared
-{IJ h? the 'h man race i its Grear Memory. But even the horror of

If.lll!dﬁt and cannibalism—only a few of the unspeak-
‘have done to each other—cannot entirely
far ﬂmm Tesponse. Cassandra not only apprehends this

BUE at the same moment recognizes the power of the
: o be alain, alang with the man whe
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g _'mtaa]mmbe. netchaos as uncre

think, but a ruin—creation after the fall. In
goodness marred. Putting it simply, then,
results from a final anagnorisis—a recog
by some primordial event. But this
‘an instantaneous revelation in which

t'hﬁr Imparfecmn e s

Heir : ey dlscem as an exter-

- far mwh&h they have fallen, and finding themselves to
eyerything, they are-stunned into immobility as from a

"'151"01!1 from within the desp chiaroscuro of the divine,
S of eternity, that this culpability can be appres

y life, human beings have a secret but unex
\ imperfection in the frame of things and

) m ,tt-—alrang with the intuition that -they
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